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A Message from the Mayor
Dear Papillion Neighbor,
One of the things that makes Papillion such a special place is our small town atmosphere.
Papillion is a tightly knit community where neighbors know one another and are actively
involved.
As our community grows, maintaining that small town feel is the guiding principle behind
the City services and programs we provide, as well as our planning for the future. We
know not everything that makes Papillion special is city government-related; but our high
quality City services, programs and spaces make a big difference in allowing our community to thrive.
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What does “small town feel” mean from a city government perspective? For the City of
Papillion, it means having the best police and firefighters who are at your door in a moment’s notice when emergencies arise. It means having your street plowed within eight
hours of a winter storm’s end so you can safely travel to work or take your kids to school. It
means friendly staff who will work with you in a timely manner on projects and permits no
matter how large or small. It means providing park spaces and recreational opportunities,
including the new Papillion Landing Community Center, where community can happen in
a big way.
This annual report is appropriately titled “Papillion: Small Town Feel” for the atmosphere
our city government works to both preserve and embody each day as we serve you. Please
explore this annual report to learn more about the City of Papillion and the ways we are
working to make our residents and businesses feel at home in our community. If you have
any questions as you read this report, feel free to call the Mayor’s Hotline at 402-8271111.
Sincerely,

David P. Black
Mayor

Annual Report questions should be directed to City Communications Manager:
Trenton Albers - 402-597-2031, talbers@papillion.org
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Papillion Landing Community Center
Set to Open Mid-January
The Papillion Landing Community Center
is now complete and set to open January
13, 2020. The 120,000-square-foot facility,
built by Sampson Construction, is the second phase of the Papillion Landing complex, which also includes the indoor turf
field house that opened in November 2018.
Papillion Landing will usher in a new era
of year-round recreational opportunities
for the community. The facility features an
array of amenities for people of all ages
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with a variety of interests, both active and
non-active.
“We are extremely excited for the community to take full advantage of this facility,” said Lori Hansen, Recreation Director.
“This has been a project in the works for
nearly 20 years and will be a major upgrade
for recreation in our community for years
to come. We want to thank all those who
played roles in making Papillion Landing a
reality for our community!”

City of Papillion

Membership Features

Free Features

Memberships are now on sale for those who
would like to utilize the Papillion Landing Community Center’s fitness areas. Fitness areas include:

The Digital Library offers an array of digital
and technological resources to the community,
including eBooks, digital audio books and digital
magazines accessible onsite, MakerSpace features, STEAM kits and a variety of software and
equipment for learning, creative projects and
enjoyment.
The Youth Center will be a space where youth
in the community can gather, especially after
school, and enjoy activities, gaming and access
Digital Library resources for learning.
The 55+ Club, formerly the Papillion Senior
Center, provides programming for residents 55
and greater. 55+ Club activities include game
days, craft activities, music jam sessions, Wandering Wednesday visits to local attractions, exercise classes and service projects. Hours are 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Mondays and Fridays and 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
At designated times, the Community Gym will
be free and open to the public. The Community Gym contains a full-size basketball court with
side hoops or a volleyball court. It could be a
great spot for kids after school or adults looking
for a simple indoor area for exercise.

• Natatorium with 4-lane lap pool, slide, lazy
river, play structure and zero-depth entry
• Main Gym with 3 full-size basketball courts
or 6 volleyball courts and elevated walking/
jogging track
• Community Gym with 1 basketball or volleyball court and side hoops
• Cycling room
• Fitness/dance rooms
• Cardio and weights equipment
• Stadium-style fitness staircase
• Indoor child playground
Members have access to a variety of fitness
classes as well as child watch services. Memberships are available in either annual or monthly
options. Fitness areas can also be accessed by
purchasing a punch card or choosing the daily
drop-in fee. Membership rates can be found at
www.PapillionLanding.com.
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A peek at one of the meeting spaces in the Papillion Landing Community Center. Visit the Papillion Landing website, www.PapillionLanding.com, for updated photos of the facility.

Chrysalis Event Center Provides
Flexible Space for Events of All Kinds

The Chrysalis Event Center is the Papillion Landing Community Center’s space for
events of all sizes. The Chrysalis is ideal for
hosting weddings and family celebrations,
corporate events, organizational meetings,
performances and recitals, and fairs and expos.
The event center includes the Chrysalis Ballroom, Chrysalis Hall and the Chrysalis Courtyard. The Chrysalis Ballroom is a
3,700-square-foot conference room, which
can be divided into three rooms, with stateof-the-art sound and projection. During

event functions, the Community Gym becomes the Chrysalis Hall, a 6,000-squarefoot multi-purpose event space with an
attached stage. The Chrysalis Courtyard is
an outdoor courtyard with lounge seating
areas and a fire pit. Additionally, the Chrysalis Event Center includes a conveniently
located catering kitchen.
The various components of the Chrysalis
Event Center can be reserved together or
separately, providing a highly flexible space
for those planning to host an event or meeting, large or small.
Crews put the
finishing touches on the Papillion Landing
Natatorium.
The Natatorium includes a
4-lane lap pool,
slide, lazy river,
zero-depth entry and play features.
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The Papillion Landing Field House is nearly at full
capacity during its busy season from November
through March. The Field House is utilized by youth,
high school, college and professional sports teams.

Field House Thrives in First Year

The Papillion Landing Field House has
seen a busy first year. From November
through March, the Field House is nearly at
full capacity in terms of use by local teams
and organizations. That means that during
those months, Monday through Friday, 3:30
p.m. to 9 p.m., and 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday, one or multiple teams
are almost always on the field, as well as in
the batting cages and multi-purpose space.
The facility has also seen strong booking in
April, May, September and October. The
free walking time from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. has
also seen good participation year-round.
The facility is hosting a variety of users.
Besides Papillion Recreation Department
programming, the Field House is being used
by Papillion Recreation Organization (PRO),

Papillion-La Vista and Papillion La-Vista
South High Schools, Omaha Elite Academy,
Nebraska State Soccer, Bellevue University,
Nebraska Christian College, Omaha Beef,
Omaha Nighthawks and Omaha Heart.
UNO and Creighton have also hosted practices at the facility. Notable events held at
the Field House include the USA Wrestling
U15 National Championships in April and
the US Quidditch Regional Championships
in November.
For groups that are interested in utilizing
the facility, morning and evening options
are still available. The batting cages and
multi-purpose space also have a significant
amount of availability. Depending on availability, individuals can use the field during
weekday drop-in time from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The Papillion Landing Field House
hosted the USA Wrestling U15 National Championships in April.

Annual Report 2019

7

The first Papillion 150
butterfly bench is already on display outside Sump Memorial
Library. More than
20 uniquely painted benches will be
placed
throughout
Papillion in spring of
2020.

Community Prepares to Celebrate
Papillion’s 150th Anniversary
Papillion has come a long way since it was
founded as a railroad town in 1870, and
next year, 2020, marks a special milestone
for the community – its 150th anniversary!
Papillion 150 will be a yearlong sesquicentennial celebration, including community events and projects that highlight Papillion’s history and culture with an aim to
strengthen the bonds of our community.
Some facets of Papillion 150 are already
underway. The Papillion Community Foundation’s Winter Wonderland served as
the kickoff event for the Papillion 150 celebration. Throughout 2019, the Butterfly
Bench Public Art Project rallied local artists
and sponsors to create 33 unique butterfly
benches, which will be on display throughout the community beginning this spring.
Volunteers painted a Butterfly Effect mural,
adopted from a national non-profit organization, on the side of Brownie’s Watering
Hole leading up to Papillion Days. The Papillion 150 committee plans to paint more
unique Butterfly Effect murals throughout
the community in 2020. Through social media, the murals help promote community
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pride and generosity.
The Papillion 150 committee, which involves a cross section of individuals and
organizations in Papillion, is also planning a
calendar of events and a number of other
special projects. For more about Papillion
150, visit www.Papillion150.com and follow Papillion 150 on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram.

The Spring and Fall Cleanup Days events are one way the City of Papillion helps residents maintain their
properties. Residents can dump a variety of furniture, appliances, yard waste and more.

Papillion Partners with La Vista
in Cleanup Days Events

Spring and Fall Cleanup Days have become staples of life in Papillion. The Cleanup Days events are great opportunities
each year for residents to get rid of clutter
and spruce up their properties. During the
events, residents are able to dispose of
old furniture, appliances, electronics, yard
waste and much more free of charge.
This year, Papillion and La Vista partnered
together on the Cleanup Days events, which
took place in April and October. For Papillion, the partnership reduced the costs of
the event, while for La Vista, it added new
expanded cleanup opportunities for their

residents.
The partnership allowed the two cities to
consolidate their workforces into combined
events, reducing the amount of staff needed and lessening the impact on traffic compared to when each city hosted separate
events on separate weekends.
The Spring Cleanup Days event saw more
than 5,800 vehicles and gathered more
than 1,000 tons of junk and recycling. The
Papillion and La Vista public works departments continue to work together on new
ways to improve the flow of the event each
season.

Laura Schwartz and Nicole Bianchi, both involved
on the Papillion 150 committee, stand in front of
the first Butterfly Effect mural shortly after helping
to paint it in June.

City of Papillion
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Papillion Police Department Joins
Countywide SWAT Partnership
The Papillion Police Department joined a
new Sarpy County SWAT Team partnership
this year with the Sarpy County Sheriff’s Office, La Vista Police Department and Bellevue Police Department.
Previously, Papillion was part
of the South Metro SWAT Team
with Bellevue, La Vista, Ralston
and Plattsmouth, and the Sarpy
County Sheriff’s Office had its
own SWAT team. The new Sarpy
SWAT Team partnership brings all of
Sarpy County’s law enforcement resources
together on one team – now the biggest
SWAT team in the state.
The size and resources of the Sarpy SWAT
Team put it on track to be a fully capable
Tier 1 SWAT team that can independently
handle specialties like hostage rescue, drug
search warrants and barricades. The part-

nership brings together a wealth of training
and experience combined with more officers, which allow the team to be self-sustaining and more specialized.
A notable dimension of the new
partnership is the creation of
the Sarpy County Tactical Medic team, known as STacMed.
The team consists of police and
firefighters specially trained to
provide first aid response in SWAT
environments, ultimately increasing
the ability to save more lives in a crisis.
“I’m excited about this partnership and
the level of law enforcement capability it
brings to our community,” said Police Chief
Scott Lyons. “As a team, our departments
will be able to draw upon each other’s resources, training and experiences, above all
for the safety of Sarpy County as a whole.”

Police Department Adds 2nd K-9 Team

Photo courtesy of
the Papillion Times

Officer Matt Elsasser and Knox are PPD’s newest K-9 team.
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Officer Matt Elsasser and
Knox, a Belgian Malinois,
are the Papillion Police
Department’s newest K-9
team. The team joins Officer Chris Goley and Trinity.
Trinity recently replaced
longtime K-9 Deuce, who
retired in November.
The two K-9 teams work
opposite shifts, allowing
the department to always
have a dog available when
needed, especially as demand for their service increases.
Both dogs are trained to
perform drug searches and
track criminals and missing
persons.

Grain bin rescue training participants
stand on top of the Oklahoma State
training trailer.

Papillion Fire Department Hosts
Grain Bin Rescue Training
In August, the Papillion Fire Department
hosted a grain bin rescue training, led by
Oklahoma State University and the Nebraska Grain and Feed Association.
The training included a semi-trailer that is able to simulate grain
bin conditions and allows crews
to utilize grain bin rescue equipment.
“We serve a good sized rural
area south of Papillion with a number of grain bins,” said Fire Chief Bill
Bowes. “This was a great opportunity to
train with our rescue equipment in a realistic environment.”

The Nebraska State Fire Marshal and fire
departments from Omaha, Lincoln, Hastings and Fremont also participated in the
weeklong training, held at Station 1.
Approximately 50 Papillion Fire Department staff received training
during the week. Participants
learned about proper use of
equipment and the dynamics of
grain bins, such as shifting grain
and low oxygen levels, which can
make them dangerous.
Bowes said for farmers, the most important safety tip is to let someone know when
they are going to be in a grain bin.
FIRE SAFETY CAMP:
Each summer, the
Papillion Fire Department hosts its Fire
Safety Camp, which is
free and open to kids
in Papillion and La
Vista. Kids learn about
the job of firefighters,
fire safety, hands-only
CPR and the importance of wearing a
seatbelt. At the end of
the day, they enjoy fun
water games.

Fire FY 2018-2019 Stats — Total Calls: 4,252; Average Response Time: 5 minutes, 19 seconds
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Kovar Takes Over As Library Director
In July, Matt Kovar
took over the reins as
Papillion Library Director, overseeing both
Sump Memorial Library
and the new Papillion
Landing Digital Library
opening in mid-January
Matthew Kovar
2020.
As Library Director, Kovar said his main
focus is getting the Digital Library off to a
great start with new unique offerings. The
Digital Library will provide residents in Papillion and its extra territorial zoning jurisdiction with access to an array of digital library services and technology for learning,
creativity and entertainment.
“The Digital Library will be a great compliment to what we have at Sump Library,”
Kovar said. “We will be adding a lot of new

resources that we simply can’t house at
Sump. It will be a great addition for our
community.”
Beyond the Digital Library, Kovar’s main
priority is improving ease of access for residents to library offerings. A library mobile
app is expected to be launched in early
2020 that will allow all of Sump Library and
the Digital Library’s online resources to be
accessed in one place.
Through the app, library patrons will be
able to manage their library account, access ebooks and digital audio books, renew
items and search the library catalog. They
can even scan barcodes of books that they
find in stores to see if it is available at the
library.
Lastly, Kovar said his library staff is filled
with a lot of new faces, and he hopes to get
them involved in the community.

Library Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Stats
Total Print Circulation: 193,889
Total Digital Circulation: 46,418
Library Visitors: 141,239
Computer Usage: 16,747
Hours Spent on Library Computers: 14,309

Adult Programs: 49
Adult Program Attendance: 2,749
Youth Programs: 533
Youth Program Attendance: 24,760

The historic Boy Scout cabin in City Park
was moved in October to begin restoration work.

Restoration of Boy Scout Cabin
in City Park Underway

The Boy Scout Cabin in Papillion’s City
Park is one of the City’s iconic historical
landmarks. The 98-year-old cabin was built
in 1921 by Troop 1, known today as Troop
60 — Nebraska’s oldest Boy Scout troop.
With support from the City of Papillion
and local donors, Troop 60 is leading a restoration project of the Boy Scout cabin.
When complete, the cabin will receive a

new foundation, new roof and repacking to
fill in the gaps between the structure’s logs.
The City also plans to have the cabin distinguished with a Nebraska Historical Marker
detailing its history and sharing its story
with the community.
Work on the cabin began in October
when it was lifted and set aside for the new
foundation to be poured.

Digital Library Adds New Dimension to Offerings

The Papillion Landing Digital Library,
opening mid-January, will add more than
just a new location for the Papillion Public
Library, but a new dimension. The Digital
Library will offer digital and technological
resources for the community, spanning all
ages and interest levels.
Multiple online resources for ebooks,
digital audiobooks, digital magazines, and
streaming videos will be accessible inside

WHERE THE PUPS PLAY:
Walnut Creek Recreation
Area’s former off-leash
area was improved to
be a traditional dog park
during the past year. The
new and improved Walnut Creek Dog Park now
features large breed and
small breed areas, which
are entirely enclosed by
6-foot fence. The areas
are mowed and include
benches, among other
amenities. A third area,
the native area, maintains the feel of the original off-leash area with
unmowed grass and
pond access.

and surrounding the Papillion Landing facility. Within the walls of the Digital Library,
computers, STEAM Kits, and small-scale
MakerSpace utilities will be offered for use
by the public for creation, innovation and
entertainment. The Digital Library will host
regular classes, equipment introductions,
and a wide range of activities to promote
the use and enjoyment of technology and
digital learning.

What’s Inside the Digital Library?
MakerSpace
3D Pen
3D Printer
Small-Scale Laser Cutter
Cricut
Button Maker
Green Screen
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STEAM Kits
Little Bits
Arduino
Osmos
Snap Circuits
Ozobots

Technology and Software
PC Computers
AWE Learning Computer
Gaming (Switch,
PlayStation, Xbox)
VR Headset

City of Papillion

iPads
Laptops
GoPros
Wacom Drawing Pads
Adobe Creative Suite
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Google celebrated the
announcement of its
new data center in Papillion in October.

Google Announces Data Center
in Papillion Jurisdiction
In early October, Google announced that
it would build a $600 million data center
in Papillion, located near Highway 50 and
Schram Road.
The data center compliments Google’s
largest global data center just across the
river in Council Bluffs, bringing at least 30
full-time permanent positions to Papillion.
According to Google, the facility will deliver
the tools and resources that connect Internet users to search results, YouTube videos,
Gmail and other apps.
Google’s new data center will be located

just north of Facebook’s Papillion Data Center and joins a growing list of data centers
in Papillion that also includes Travelers Insurance, Fidelity, LightEdge Solutions and
Tierpoint.
According to a recent study by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Sarpy County’s
data centers, which also includes Yahoo
(now called Oath) in La Vista, have an annual statewide economic impact of $522 million, with an employment impact of nearly
1,900 direct and indirect jobs.

Recent and Pending Development Map

The majority of recent and pending development in Papillion’s jurisdiction continues to happen in the
Highway 370 and Highway 50 corridors between Interstate 80 and 96th Street. For details on these
developments, visit the Pending Developments and Approved Development’s tabs on the Planning Department webpage: www.papillion.org/planning

Growth and Development Highlights
Growth continues to occur across a variety of sectors
in Papillion’s jurisdiction. Here are some highlights of
projects built, under construction or on the horizon for
the Papillion area:
Construction continues on Facebook’s Papillion Data
Center and has now moved to the east side of Highway 50 along Capehart Road. When all buildings are
complete in 2023, the data center campus will be
more than 2.6 million square feet total.
Urban Waters multi-unit residential development at
132 Street and Lincoln Road, has begun its second
phase of construction, which includes additional
buildings north of its first phase. The development,
which is focused on missing middle housing concepts, is also prepping for its third phase, building
to the east.
A renovation project at Werner Park is adding improved visitor locker rooms and altering the field to
accommodate professional soccer.
Papillion-La Vista High School and Papillion-La
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Vista South High School each are in the process of
constructing new two-story freshman wings to both
campuses.
R&R Commercial Park at Highway 50 and Highway
370 is constructing its second 250,000-square-foot
building for industrial tenants.
St. Columbkille Catholic School is constructing a
multipurpose parish center at Monroe and Fifth
Streets.
New activity in the area of the Interstate 80/Highway 370 interchange includes Baxter Ford and Baxter Dodge Jeep Ram dealerships, Pella Windows
showroom and warehouse and Hy-Vee fulfillment
center.
More than 200 new homes were built in 2019 in Papillion’s jurisdiction. Dirt is moving and construction
continues in a number of subdivisions. Learn more
in the Approved Developments and Pending Developments tabs on the Planning Department webpage: www.papillion.org/planning
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Papillion Makes Significant
Residential, Industrial Annexations
In July, the City of Papillion made the largest annexation in its history, adding approximately 3,700 new residents.
Residential subdivisions annexed were
Eagle Hills, Eagle Ridge, Eagle Crest, Riverchase, and Walnut Creek Estates. The annexation also included the sites of the new

Google data center, a warehouse for the
Omaha Box Company and an OPPD substation.
The annexation brings Papillion’s population to 23,889 and adds $345 million in
valuation.

Thelen Appointed Papillion’s City Attorney

Alan Thelen was appointed by Mayor
David Black as City Attorney for the City of
Papillion in May. Thelen took over for Karla
Rupiper, who retired after nine years in the
role.
Thelen has served in the City of Omaha
Law Department for 29 years in a variety of
roles, most recently as a Deputy City Attorney, and has 35 years of total experience

City of Papillion Management Team

practicing law. While with Omaha, he was
the chief legal advisor for the planning and
public works departments.
Rupiper won’t be a stranger to the City of
Papillion. In September, she was appointed
to Papillion Civil Service Commission, an
unpaid volunteer commission that oversees hiring for police and fire, after longtime member Dick Kimball retired.

Dick Kimball was honored for
his years of service during by
the Papillion City Council with
a ceremonial key to the city.

Mayor
David P. Black

City Administrator
Christine Myers

Public Works/Engineer Parks and Facilities
Tony Gowan
Jeff Thompson

Planning
Mark Stursma

Building
Shawn Hovseth

Assistant
City Administrator
Amber Powers

Chief of Police
Scott Lyons

Fire Chief
Bill Bowes

City Attorney
Alan Thelen

Recreation
Lori Hansen

Finance
Nancy Hypse

Library
Matthew Kovar

Golf
Rob Spomer

Human Resources
Carrie Svendsen

Dick Kimball Retires from
Civil Service Commission after 37 Years
For 37 years, Dick Kimball has served on
the City of Papillion’s Civil Service Commission, which oversees the hiring of Papillion’s
police and firefighters. Kimball retired from
the position in September.
In the appointed volunteer role, he has
been involved in hiring 5 police chiefs and
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2 fire chiefs — and every fire and police department member during all those years.
“We want to thank Dick Kimball for his
many years of service to Papillion on the
Commission,” said Mayor David Black. “We
truly appreciate all the time and wisdom
Dick has provided on the Commission.”

City of Papillion

City Clerk
Nicole Brown

Communications
Trenton Albers

Executive
Assistant
Kendra Ellis
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Secretary
Taylor Baratta
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Metro Area Property Tax Levy Comparison

Source: Sarpy County Resolution 2019-294

City of Papillion Services Rendered

The owner of a $200,000 house pays approximately $900 per year or $75 per month in property tax to the City of Papillion, less than most would pay for cell service or cable service.
Here is a small sampling of the services they receive in return:
•
•

•
•

Police Department: 41 sworn officers who
respond to 25,000 calls for service each year,
DARE, SRO and crime prevention programs;
Fire Department: Through partnerships with
the Papillion Rural Fire District and the City
of La Vista, the City of Papillion employs 54
professional firefighters who respond to more
than 4,000 calls for service each year;
Public Works: Maintains 301 lane miles of
roads, provides curb-to-curb snow removal
within eight hours of storm’s end;
Recreation: Offerings include Papillion Landing recreational complex, Papio Bay Aquatic

18

•
•
•

Center, SumTur Amphitheater, the Papillion
Senior Center and two 18-hole golf courses,
among many other activities and events;
Parks: 19 City parks, 18 miles of hiking/biking
trails;
Library: 230,000 annual circulation, collection
of 60,000 items, offers youth and adult programs;
Planning and Building: Guides City’s commercial and residential growth, provides timely
reviews of building projects and various types
of inspections to ensure construction and fire
safety.

City of Papillion

The City of Papillion’s property tax levy continues to be the lowest among metro area cities.

City of Papillion Property Tax Levy History
0.685

0.549
0.488

0.472

0.452
0.405

The City of Papillion’s property tax levy has remained unchanged since 2012. The property tax levy has
decreased by 34% since 1989.
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A NEW HOME FOR RECREATION: The Papillion Landing recreational complex is Papillion’s new yearround hub of recreational activities. The Papillion Landing Community Center, upper right, opens to the
public Jan. 13.

Papillion City Council Meetings
1st & 3rd Tuesday of Each Month
7 p.m. at Papillion City Hall

Mayor’s Hotline: 402-827-1111
www.Papillion.org
www.Facebook.com/CityofPapillion
Twitter: @CityofPapillion
www.Instagram.com/CityofPapillion
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Watch Papio Vision: www.YouTube.com/CityofPapillion,
Cox Channel 18 or CenturyLink Channel 80.
City news, Council meeting replays, community events and more!

City of Papillion
122 E. Third St.
Papillion, NE 68046

Work for the
City of Papillion!
Find our full-time,
part-time and seasonal
job openings at:

www.Papillion.org/HR
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